
Writing Skills: paraphrasing the question 
 
 
Essay question/topic: Education is the single most important factor in the development of a country. Do you 
agree or disagree? // To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 

I agree that education is the single most important factor in the development of a 

country because… 

 
paraphrase  change words 

       change sentence structure 
      keep meaning 
Changing words 
 

Education is the single most important factor in the development of a country.  

Education à schooling, instruction 
Most important à significant, essential 
Factor à aspect, element, role, part (depending on context) 
Development à advancement, progression, evolution 
Country à nation… 

 
Schooling is the single most significant element in the advancement of a nation. 

 
 
Changing sentence structure/position of words structure can be changed changing verbs into 

nouns and nouns into adjective, etc. 
Verbs  nouns  adjectives 

Or you can change word placement: 
 

Education is the single most important factor in the development of a country. 

 
 

The most essential element of a nation’s development is education.  

 
Concessions 

Education is the single most important factor in the development of a country. 
 

Although many would argue that the economy is the most important factor in 

nation building, I think education has a far greater impact. 

 


